
With specialised handling, every part of a printer cartridge can be recycled with zero waste. The majority 
of these cartridges can be recovered, with the materials reapplied to other uses, as all major printer 
manufacturers pay to have their own branded printer cartridges recycled.

It’s time to stop the cycle.

In the U.S. alone, around 15 million tonnes 
of recoverable and reusable resources from 

printer cartridges go to landfill each year.

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO
SPREAD THE MESSAGE!

We need to spread this message, so that 
people can learn to respect the environment, 
and provide a future for generations to come.

Of the 1.5 billion printer cartridges that are sold around the world each year 

1.2 billion find their way to landfills or incinerators.

It takes between 400-1000 years 

for ink cartridges to naturally degrade.



That is not just an environmental pollutant, but a waste of non-renewable resources. We need to spread the 
message so that people can start respecting the environment that they rely on for almost every facet of their 
existence.

THE PUSH

THE PROBLEM WE ARE FACING

It’s becoming progressively more difficult to ignore the sustainability crisis that many businesses are faced 
with, as the mantle now falls to intrepid companies employing their eco-friendly solutions to do their part for 
the environment.

70% of the estimated 25 million printer cartridges
sold in Australia each year end up in landfill.

Cartridges Direct are Australia’s leading online suppliers of impeccably 
manufactured printer cartridges. Cartridges Direct are Australia’s leading 
online suppliers of impeccably manufactured printer cartridges. This has 
earned them several International and National Awards for outstanding 
Customer Service, and cemented them as a trusted source for information and 
comments on the industry’s past, present, and future.

For several years Cartridges Direct have promoted the ethical recycling 
of original printer cartridges at their EOL as a corporate citizenship criterion. 
Although EOL Printer Cartridges have oft been perceived as an environmental 
threat, this is only due to the poor handling of cartridge disposables that 
business’ have been improperly dealing with for decades.



THE ISSUE OF REUSABLES

Ink cartridges that end upin landfill contribute to:

Damage to flora 
and fauna

Air pollution and 
global warming

Land pollution

But every tonne of empty printer cartridges ethically recycled for re-application 
saves 10 tonnes of Greenhouse Gas emissions.
So far nearly 350,000 tonnes of Greenhouse Gas emissions have been saved.

While refilled ink and remanufactured toner cartridges have been regarded in 
the past as a step in the right direction, there are inherent issues in a process 
that still leads to the majority of cartridges ending up in landfill at the end of 
their useful life.

In the majority of cases all parts of a cartridge that are replaced go to landfill 
rather than being reapplied to other applications. Longer term they waste 
non- renewable sources that can be usefully reapplied to other uses and cause 
pollution problems.

WHAT IS THE ALTERNATIVE?

Ethical recycling is the perfect alternative.

Printer cartridges are made from many non-renewable resources, and yet every single component can be 
recovered and then reused in numerous other applications. With ethical recycling, there is zero waste, as 
nothing needs to end up in landfill. Unfortunately, the value of the recovered materials is less than the cost of 
recovering them, but the printer cartridge manufacturers pay for every one of their EOL printer cartridges to 
be ethically recycled.



Ethical recycling reduces the need for non-renewable resources by re-applying them to other uses.

Refining and smelting oils and metals creates CO2 emissions

Ethical Recycling reduces greenhouse gasses

Residual ink is used in felt tip pens

Residual Toner is used to produce a longer-life road surface.

In the US,

375 million
printer cartridges are 

thrown away every year.

SHOCKING STATISTICS

15%
only are Ethically Recycled

88%
end up in landfill or incinerators.

Original Printer Cartridges make up the 
overwhelming majority of printer cartridge sales, 
yet most go to landfill unnecessarily. All Original 
Printer Cartridges sold can be Ethically Recycled 
through various collection programs.

Ink cartridges are necessary, so people that use them need to participate in an OEM printer cartridge 
recycling program that will allow them to “close the environmental loop”.

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE?

Cartridges Direct is on a 
mission to make 100% 
of all supplied printer 
cartridges go through 
the recycling process.

EOL Printer Cartridges can 
be collected for recycling 
by placing them in a 
Cartridges 4Planet Ark 
Collection Bin.

Cartridges Direct would 
like to prevent 3 million 
ink cartridges sold in 
Australia from ending up 
in landfill.

OUR MISSION AT THE MOMENT OUR GOAL



We would like to share our message of concern and get more people on board with 

a practical FREE RECYCLING SOLUTION that they can use in their home, business or 

organisation.

We want people to know that by participating in a recycling program that creates zero 

waste with printer cartridges, they will be making a real difference for the environment.

We’d like to share more information as a guest contributor so that people will be inspired 

to take action.

You can see more information about our mission recycle printer cartridges here.

WHAT WOULD WE LIKE TO DO NEXT?

Close the Loop is Australia’s leading ethical 
recycler of empty  printer cartridges with 
every part being reapplied and zero waste.

Cartridges 4Planet Ark collect empty 
Printer Cartridges for ethical recycling.

All of these manufacturers of Original Printer Cartridges pay for their products to be ethically recycled 
when they are empty, reducing their environmental impact. No generic printer cartridge manufacturer 
contributes anything to environment conservation..

http://www.cartridgesdirect.com.au/participate

